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I  n opening, I½d like to acknowledge the many volunteers, committee mem-
bers, board members and our Cham-

ber staff that contribute so much to our 
success.  It½s impossible to list all of you but 
please accept my thanks for all that you do 
for our Chamber and the Northern New 
London County Region which we repre-
sent.   

Thank you also to our Chairman½s Circle 
Members listed at the bottom of the page, 
who provide an extra level of support be-
yond basic dues to further the activities and 
goals of the Chamber.  To these organiza-
tions we extend our sincere thank you for 
continuing to make our Chamber the fastest 
growing Chamber of Commerce in Con-
necticut.  If your organization can partici-
pate and wants to learn more about this 
program please contact the Chamber office. 

 Again this year the Chamber will hold its 
annual golf tournament at The Norwich 
Golf Course and there½s still time to get 
involved.  Please contact the Chamber for 

more information concerning the event 
which is scheduled for Monday, May 17. 

River Fest will be at Howard Brown Park 
and the Norwich Harbor on June 5th. The  
excitement of Dragon Boat Racing is return-
ing to the river. If your company or organiza-
tion wants some community exposure, we 
offer options for volunteers, dragon boat 
team entries and sponsorship opportunities. 

Along with the Dragon Boat Racing will be 
Fine Arts & Craft booths.  Spaces are still 
available.  For more information call the of-
fice at 860-887-1647. 

On page five herein, please note the Cham-
ber has changed it½s New Member Orienta-
tion to include all members.  If you haven½t 
had the chance to attend in the past,  I highly 
recommend you do so to learn what your 
Chamber can do to help grow your business. 

Don½t forget to sign-up online for the May 
20th Business After Hours at Hospice of 
Southeastern CT.  I look forward to seeing 
you there! 

7th Annual GNACC  

Golf Tournament  
 

Monday, May 17th 
 

See page 3 for  

registration form  
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The Nutmeg Companies Inc. of Norwich has lost the 
building that housed their 22 year business, located at 31 
New London Turnpike, in the recent flooding that oc-
curred. The principals of the company Evert & Lisa 
Gawendo and Jason & Diana Bugbee are simply devas-
tated by this tragic event which left them scrambling to 
rent a double wide trailer to set up headquarters to keep 
their business going and the 30 local residents employed. 
Now on top of paying their monthly mortgage on the 
destroyed building, they also have a monthly rental cost 
on the trailer and the cost they incurred to have the 
trailer delivered and setup. 

ºElected area representatives, congressmen and senators 
visited the site. Senator Edith Prague has been helpful, 

Norwich Business and Chamber Member 
Gets Hit Hard By Recent Flooding 

but to date nothing has changed much and our hopes were 
really shattered when President Obama, ruled that home-
owners and businesses would not be eligible for federal as-
sistance», said Evert Gawendo. 

Gawendo also said, ºI find it incomprehensible that our 
Federal government has chosen to only declare the zone 
applicable to municipal losses and leave the individual 
homeowner and businesses out of this declaration!  I would 
also like someone to explain why our neighboring states, 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island received the full disaster 
designation within days of the flood yet Connecticut waited 
4 weeks to find out it was denied.  My employees count on 
me to make prudent decisions to sustain their livelihoods. 
We have always played by the rules and paid our fair share 
of taxes. Now when small businesses, which make up 94% 
of the business in our country and are the backbone of our 
nation, need some help, we are slapped in the face.» 

Together our voices are strong. We are asking everyone to 
unite with the Chamber and help your fellow member. 
Please send us an email at info@norwichchamber.com or 
write a letter and send it to The Greater Norwich Area 
Chamber of Commerce at 112 Main Street, Norwich, CT 
06360.  
 
We will be sure to get your opinions in the proper hands.   
This could happen to any one of us, so please do the right 
thing and take the time right now to speak up in support of 
your fellow member, your business and small businesses 
everywhere. 

 Business Connections is mailed to approximately 350 businesses, emailed to  
over 560 addresses and appears on our website. 
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