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I  n opening, I½d like to acknowledge the many volunteers, committee mem-
bers, board members and our Cham-

ber staff that contribute so much to our 
success.  It½s impossible to list all of you but 
please accept my thanks for all that you do 
for our Chamber and the Northern New 
London County Region which we repre-
sent.   

Thank you also to our Chairman½s Circle 
Members listed at the bottom of the page, 
who provide an extra level of support be-
yond basic dues to further the activities and 
goals of the Chamber.  To these organiza-
tions we extend our sincere thank you for 
continuing to make our Chamber the fastest 
growing Chamber of Commerce in Con-
necticut.  If your organization can partici-
pate and wants to learn more about this 
program please contact the Chamber office. 

 Again this year the Chamber will hold its 
annual golf tournament at The Norwich 
Golf Course and there½s still time to get 
involved.  Please contact the Chamber for 

more information concerning the event 
which is scheduled for Monday, May 17. 

River Fest will be at Howard Brown Park 
and the Norwich Harbor on June 5th. The  
excitement of Dragon Boat Racing is return-
ing to the river. If your company or organiza-
tion wants some community exposure, we 
offer options for volunteers, dragon boat 
team entries and sponsorship opportunities. 

Along with the Dragon Boat Racing will be 
Fine Arts & Craft booths.  Spaces are still 
available.  For more information call the of-
fice at 860-887-1647. 

On page five herein, please note the Cham-
ber has changed it½s New Member Orienta-
tion to include all members.  If you haven½t 
had the chance to attend in the past,  I highly 
recommend you do so to learn what your 
Chamber can do to help grow your business. 

Don½t forget to sign-up online for the May 
20th Business After Hours at Hospice of 
Southeastern CT.  I look forward to seeing 
you there! 

7th Annual GNACC  

Golf Tournament  
 

Monday, May 17th 
 

See page 3 for  

registration form  
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The Nutmeg Companies Inc. of Norwich has lost the 
building that housed their 22 year business, located at 31 
New London Turnpike, in the recent flooding that oc-
curred. The principals of the company Evert & Lisa 
Gawendo and Jason & Diana Bugbee are simply devas-
tated by this tragic event which left them scrambling to 
rent a double wide trailer to set up headquarters to keep 
their business going and the 30 local residents employed. 
Now on top of paying their monthly mortgage on the 
destroyed building, they also have a monthly rental cost 
on the trailer and the cost they incurred to have the 
trailer delivered and setup. 

ºElected area representatives, congressmen and senators 
visited the site. Senator Edith Prague has been helpful, 

Norwich Business and Chamber Member 
Gets Hit Hard By Recent Flooding 

but to date nothing has changed much and our hopes were 
really shattered when President Obama, ruled that home-
owners and businesses would not be eligible for federal as-
sistance», said Evert Gawendo. 

Gawendo also said, ºI find it incomprehensible that our 
Federal government has chosen to only declare the zone 
applicable to municipal losses and leave the individual 
homeowner and businesses out of this declaration!  I would 
also like someone to explain why our neighboring states, 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island received the full disaster 
designation within days of the flood yet Connecticut waited 
4 weeks to find out it was denied.  My employees count on 
me to make prudent decisions to sustain their livelihoods. 
We have always played by the rules and paid our fair share 
of taxes. Now when small businesses, which make up 94% 
of the business in our country and are the backbone of our 
nation, need some help, we are slapped in the face.» 

Together our voices are strong. We are asking everyone to 
unite with the Chamber and help your fellow member. 
Please send us an email at info@norwichchamber.com or 
write a letter and send it to The Greater Norwich Area 
Chamber of Commerce at 112 Main Street, Norwich, CT 
06360.  
 
We will be sure to get your opinions in the proper hands.   
This could happen to any one of us, so please do the right 
thing and take the time right now to speak up in support of 
your fellow member, your business and small businesses 
everywhere. 

 Business Connections is mailed to approximately 350 businesses, emailed to  
over 560 addresses and appears on our website. 

 

Full pageñ7 1/2 wide x 9.75 high = $100            Half pageñ7 1/2 wide x 4.5 high = $50 
Quarter pageñ3 5/8 wide x 4.5 high = $30 

 

Ads are due by the 15th of each month  
The Executive Committee reserves the right to refuse any advertisement  that is considered inappropriate for this publication 

mailto:membership@norwichchamber.com
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99 Main Internet Services, LLC 

AC/DC Industrial Electric, LLC 

Ace Hardware¹43 Corp 

AmericInn Lodge & Suites of Griswold 

A.P. Savage Supply of Norwich, LLC 

Bella Fiore Restaurant Italiano 

Bondi Commercial Real Estate 

CertaPro Painters 

Chen½s Buffet, LLC 

Coca-Cola Company of Southeast N.E. 

Design Learned, Inc. 

Edible Arrangements 

Lambert Furniture Works 

Barnum Financial Group an  
Office of MetLife 

Daniel Champagne¹860-895-6331 
 

Modesto½s Restaurant, Inc. 
Juan Moran¹860-887-7755 

 

LeFrancois Floral & Gifts, LLC 
Joanne LeFrancois¹860-887-4695 

 

Prepaid Legal Independent Associate 
Alysia Verdell¹860-887-9800 

Welcome to the Newest  
Members of the Greater  

Norwich Area  
Chamber of Commerce 

Gym in Norwich 

Michael E. Jewell, Attorney At Law 

New England Awards 

New England Retina Associates, PC 

Norwich Arts Council 

Peter Wm. Maneri, Jr., CPA, LLC 

ScrivNET Computer Services 

Sprague Development, LLC 

St. Thomas More School 

Surplus Unlimited 

Towne Liquor Store 

Wheelabrator Lisbon, Inc. 

William Raveis Real Estate 

Thank You to Recent Renewing Members 

Members sign -up prior to  
May 14th:  $10.00  

After May 14th ɂ$15.00 
 

$5.00 surcharge for invoicing 
 

NON-MEMBERS:  $20.00 in advance 
After May 14thɂ$25  

 
6ÉÓÁ Ɇ -ÁÓÔÅÒ#ÁÒÄ Ɇ $ÉÓÃÏÖÅÒ Ɇ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ %ØÐÒÅÓÓ   

The Greater Norwich Area Chamber of Commerce 
 

Together with  
 

Hospice of Southeastern CT, Inc 
  

     Invite you to join us for  
 

 Business After Hours  
 
   Our gorgeous new facility & staff welcome you! 

 

Thursday,  
May 20th  
 

5:30 pm to 7:30 pm  
 
Location:   
227 Dunham Street  
Norwich, CT  

 

To make your Reservation 
 Sign-up on the  

Chamber website: 
www.norwichchamber.com 

in the Chamber Calendar Area 
or Members Area 

 
NO SHOWS WILL BE BILLED 

 

"ÅÅÒȟ 7ÉÎÅȟ Ǫ (ÏÒÓ ÄȭÏÅÕÖÒÅÓ 
will be served  
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

Please Respond by  
Friday, May 14th  

to avoid an additional $5 fee  
 

http://www.norwichchamber.com/
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Your Local Hydraulic Repair House for  
Cylinders, Pumps & Motors  

Mobile machinery, earthmoving, construction & truck 

Industrial equipment, automation, marine, machine tool 

Build your own hydraulic power unit at www.dhict.com 

Devine Hydraulics, Inc.  
1650 Old Colchester Road, Oakdale, CT 06370 

Telephone 860-859-1650      Fax 860-859-3711 

You are invited to attend a    
 
 
 

 
Tuesday, June 8th from 8 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.   

 

at the Chamber office at 112 Main Street in Norwich  

 
This is an opportunity for you to learn more about the 
benefits and value of being a Chamber member.  
Come meet the Chamber Ambassadors and other 
members and learn how:  
 

Chamber membership can help you grow your business 

Learn how to use the Chamberõs website to your advantage 

Find out how you can market your business with the Chamber  

Discover how to tap into the many           

resources available in our network  

 
If you will attend, please respond by calling 860 -887-1647 or       

e-mail: info@norwichchamber.com by Monday, June 7th!    
 
Refreshments will be served.   
 

Parking is available in the Main Street Garage at 75¢ per hour if 
on-street parking is unavailable.  

At right from the April Member Orientation: Bill Morrone of Capital 

BankcardñNew England, LLC, Dr. Norman Katzoff, Griswold Dental 

Associates, PC and J.J. Twigg of Hartford Financial Associates, LTD 

http://www.dhict.com/
mailto:info@norwichchamber.com
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This event is open to all businesses, but is handled on a first-come, first-serve basis.  
You MUST register by Friday, May 21st to participate. 
No two like businesses will be in attendance at the same event. 
Non-member businesses are welcome to participate up to two times before joining the Chamber. 

 
The cost is $10.00. Payable by Cash, Check or Credit Card to GNACC PRIOR to the event. NO SHOWS WILL BE BILLED.  
Register online at www.norwichchamber.com in the calendar area.  SPACE IS LIMITED-JOIN IN NOW!          

A great way to grow your business!  
 

Tuesday, May 25th  10:30 am to noon 
Otis Libraryñ261 Main Street, Norwich 

Norwich, CT (April 15, 2010) ̧ Hospice Southeastern Con-
necticut raised $22,000 for the Patient Care Endowment Fund 
by selling 100 tickets to the Bon Jovi concert on 
Friday, March 27.  The Mohegan Sun and the 
Mohegan Tribe donated the use of a Mohegan 
Sun Luxury Suite for the sold-out concert. 

ºWe are thrilled with the success of Hospice 
Southeastern Connecticut½s fundraising efforts,» 
said Mitchell Etess, CEO of the Mohegan 
Sun.  ºThe Mohegan Tribe and the Mohegan Sun 
support the good work the organization does for 
the community.» 

Celebrating its 25th Anniversary, Hospice Southeastern Con-
necticut is raising money for their Patient Care Endowment 
Fund.  All donations for 25th Anniversary events will go to this 
endowment.  ºThe Endowment provides for patient services 
and patient needs not reimbursed by insurance,» explains 
Carol Mahier, Executive Director of Hospice Southeastern 
Connecticut.  ºThis can be care for patients with no insurance 
or those that are underinsured or for emergency payment of 
care-related household bills such as food, electricity or heating 
oil, until Hospice Southeastern Connecticut social workers 
find other community resources.» 

ºBon Jovi performed the perfect mix of classic rock anthems 
combined with their terrific recent material,» said Courtney 

Moore, who attended the concert with her husband, 
Toby Halsey.  ºThey truly did 'Make A Memory' for 
those of us in attendance in the skybox generously 
offered by Mohegan Sun to Hospice Southeastern 
Connecticut.» 

Hospice Southeastern Connecticut is a community-
based, non-profit healthcare organization in New 
London County.  It is the only regional hospice af-
filiated with both Lawrence & Memorial Hospital 
and The William W. Backus Hospital.  It is Medi-
care/Medicaid certified, state licensed and CHAP 

accredited.  Hospice Southeastern Connecticut has been the 
hospice of choice for over 7,600 families since 1985. 

The organization provides care in the home and often in 
skilled nursing facilities for those facing the end of their life, 
regardless of age, disease or inability to pay.  The organization 
also provides bereavement services for families in New Lon-
don County free of charge, regardless of whether the death 
occurred under hospice care or not.  For more information, 
visit www.hospicesect.org or call (860) 848-5699. 

Mohegan Sun and the Mohegan Tribe Donate Arena Suite,  
Raises $22,000 for Hospice Southeastern Connecticut 

http://www.hospicesect.org/
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Understanding Business Finances to Maximize Your Profit 
Learn how to keep the necessary records for your small business and how to set up functional re-
cord keeping systems. This workshop will include a discussion on understanding financial state-
ments, making income projections and different accounting methods that work best for your busi-
ness. (3 session class) 
May 18th , 20 th , 25 th      
Class held at Norwich Public Utilities, 16 South Golden St., Norwich 6:30 -9pm 
Cost for Chamber Members $20           All other CT small business owners $35 
 

Introduction to QuickBooks Workshop 
Prerequisite to this class is the successful completion of CEDFõs Understanding Business Finances 
Workshop. Participants must attend all 4 Quick Books classes 
June 8 th , 10 th , 15 th , 17 th   
Class held at Norwich Public Utilities,  16 South Golden St., Norwich 6:30 -9pm 
Cost for Chamber Members $115           All other CT small business owners $150 
 

Tax Related Issues for the Successful Small Business 
Every business owner needs to know tax issues that are associated with owning a small business in 
Connecticut. (2 sessions) 
June 1 st, 2 nd     
Class held at Norwich Public Utilities, 16 South Golden St., Norwich 6:30 -9pm 
Cost for Chamber Members $15           All other CT small business owners $25  
 

Space is very limited. Register and pay online at www.cedf.com  

For more information call 203-235-2333.  

Community Economic Development Fund 
Speaks at Chamber Breakfast 

On April 29th Donna Wertenbach, President and 
CEO of CEDF, spoke to Chamber businesses about 
their services available to the small business, from 
loans to educational workshops, to having your own 
business consultant who comes monthly to meet 
with you about your business. 

If you are looking for skills to help you grow your 
small business, you should attend the CEDF work-
shops that will provide you with information you 
need.  The workshops are taught in basic terms and 
a comfortable setting with a group of small business 
owners just like you. 

http://www.cedf.com
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Friday, May 21st  8:00 am to 9:00 am Location:  CT Works, 113 Salem Tnpk., Norwich         

 
Seating is limited to 20 members.  Sign-up in the Member's Area or on the Members Calendar on the website: 

www.norwichchamber.com. 

BYOC�v Bring Your Own Coffee!    

 
 

Events and dates are subject to change.  Please refer to the Chamber Calendar on the Chamber½s website for 
updates:  www.norwichchamber.com  AND the Chamber Calendar emailed Mondays with updates. 

May 
17th  10:30 am 7th Annual Golf Tournament¹page 3 
20th 5:00 pm BAH¹Hospice of Southeastern CT¹page 4 
21st 8:00 am Mini Workshop at CT Works¹above 
25th 8:00 am BizBlender Networking¹page 6 
 

You are invited to you join us  
for this FREE  presentation 

After Paulõs presentation Fawn Walker from Norwich Public Utilities will also make a short presen-

tation about NPUõs Energy Services programs including our 0% interest loan. This loan is offered 

through Savings Institute Bank and Trust, Charter Oak Federal Credit 

Union, Chelsea Groton Bank, Dime Bank, Eastern Federal Bank and 

the Community Economic Development Fund.  NPU pays the interest 

directly to the lender. Itõs a great deal for Norwich commercial and 

industrial utility customers involved in upgrading their facilities ð 

everything from lighting upgrades to new heating and cooling systems.  

LOOK YOUR BEST TO YOUR NEXT LENDER:  

Do's and Don'ts of Smart Cash & Credit Management  
What does a bank look for when reviewing a Commercial Loan application?  Such as, what are the risks, 
the ability to repay, etc.  

Tips on how the business owner can dem-
onstrate that they can handle the loan.  

Presenter:  Paul Suprin of Savings Institute Bank & Trust 


